THE END OF OUR (N)HS? 
THE SUSTAINABILITY AND TRANSFORMATION PLAN 
What is STP? 

Like the rest of the country it is highly unlikely you will have heard of this  well-kept government secret which has had barely any media coverage. 

STP is the government plan for a destructive, England-wide, top-down re-organisation of the NHS, which will result in its wholesale fragmentation. STP is being forced through with NO parliamentary approval, NO consultation and NO local accountability. STP will change all our lives for the worse.  
JOIN THE PROTEST AT THE BRIGHTON AND HOVE CLINICAL COMMISSIONING GROUP 

ON TUESDAY 24TH MAY   12 30 PM onwards

BRIGHTHELM CENTRE, NORTH ROAD

These are the facts: 
England has been divided into 44 STP regions known as ‘footprints’. Each region is to take over their own responsibility for provision of NHS and Social care services. 
Detailed 5 year plans and budgets to achieve this have to be submitted to NHS England by THE END OF JUNE. 
The Plan budget has to show all deficits been eliminated. The £37 million deficit recently announced by our local hospital trust will be deducted from the total NHS England allocates to our region. As will our local portion of the £25 billion in cuts to the NHS by 2020. 

New US-style “models of care” are being imposed, although in many cases they are clinically unproven and have not been piloted. 
Junior Doctors, Consultants, Nurses, GPs, patients, local people  round the country are fighting to SAVE OUR NHS. Don’t let the Tories hand it to the private sector and drive it into the ground. 
What is wrong with STP? 

Under the guise of this perversion of “localism”, STP is the government’s strategy for driving our NHS into the ground once and for all. 
Breakdown of the NHS: The only “transformation” will be to move us much closer to a US style healthcare system; unlimited access for the private sector; greater cuts to and deskilling of NHS staff; cuts to services reducing patient access; acceleration towards a two-tier health system.
Impossible finances: NHS trusts round England are in excess of £2 billion in deficit. ‘Footprints’ will only receive funding once they demonstrate deficits have been paid. This is the government hiving off all financial responsibility for the NHS and for accumulated debts, incurred under their watch.  
Locally:  10’s of 1000’s of Brighton and Hove residents are dealing with the consequences of private sector involvement in the NHS already -  the failures of Optum-run GP referral management system, the Patient Transport Services fiasco; the collapse of GP surgeries (the Practice etc); the running down of outsourced Public Health services. Private companies are now routinely contacting people on NHS waiting lists touting for business. Just a small hint of much worse to come under STP. 
We want our NHS back - properly funded as a public service, accountable to the public in each locality.
What can you do?  

Where do your local councillors stand? Do they agree STP is undermining the NHS? Email them -  http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/ 
Push your MP to challenge the imposition of this wholesale restructuring and loss of accountability?
Write letters to the local and national press. 

Join us all on May 24th . We are also planning a major public meeting – “Our NHS going, going…” in June – keep an eye out for the date. 
For more information –email: defendthenhs@gmail.com 

Website: http://defendthenhssussex.weebly.com/
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